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Alumni Spotlight

Tatiana Carayannis is the Director of the Understanding Violent Conflict Initiative at the Social Sciences
Research Council. She graduated from the Graduate Center in June 2017.

By Caroline Sigler:

Caroline Sigler: Can you tell me a little about the work you do at the Social Science
Research Council (SSRC)?

Tatiana Carayannis: | direct the new Understanding Violent Conflict (UVC) program at the

y SSRC, aimed at developing new approaches to the study of conflict in Africa and the Middle
East and interventions to end them. Since 2007, I've directed the Africa program of the
SSRC’s Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum, which functions as an external think tank to
the UN, and spearheaded some new areas of work for the Council, including the China-Africa Knowledge

Project, the Democratic Republic of Congo Affinity Group, and the Justice and Security Research Program. For the
last five years I've co-directed several international research consortia that bring the SSRC together with
universities in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. Currently, | have a visiting appointment with the London
School of Economics Africa Centre and Department of International Development.

CS: What resources at the GC would you recommend to current students?

TC: If you're a predominantly qualitative researcher as | am, take a good quantitative methods course. | took the
usual statistics courses until my eyes glazed over and still felt like | knew nothing about quant methods. Then |
took what was, hands down, the most practical course of all my coursework at the GC—a course called Statistics
for the Humanist Researcher. It demystified stats and quant methods and gave me some basic skills that I still use
today. Also, get involved in the governance of the GC. | was a member of the department’s executive committee,
admissions committee, and got involved with the Doctoral Students” Council where |, together with a couple of
other students, founded the Africa Research Group. This gave us a platform to bring in external speakers we
otherwise would not have occasion to meet, and being involved on departmental committees was a good
induction into the polltlcs of hlgher ed : 4
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